
 
 

 

February 10, 2016 
 
 
 

The Honorable Bill Shuster    The Honorable Peter DeFazio 
Chair, House Committee on   Ranking Member, House Committee on  
   Transportation & Infrastructure         Transportation & Infrastructure 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building  2163 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Aviation Innovation Reform Reauthorization Act - SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chairman Shuster and Ranking Member DeFazio: 
  
 On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to express our support for the provisions contained in the Aviation Innovation Reform 
Reauthorization (AIRR) Act on the Airport Improvement Program (AIP), the Small 
Community Air Service Development Program (SCASD), and the Essential Air Service 
(EAS) program.  RCRC is an association of thirty-five rural California counties and the 
RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from each of those member 
counties.  
 
 We appreciate that the House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure’s 
(Committee) AIRR Act would authorize funding for AIP at $3.5 billion in 2016 and include 
steady increases of 2.2 percent over the six-year life of the bill.   Airports in California’s 
rural counties greatly benefit from AIP, and steady increases to this program helps fund 
vital safety, security and environmental infrastructure projects at those airports that serve 
our communities. 
 
 RCRC also supports the language the Committee included that would continue the 
SCASD program and allow it to be open to more small and non-hub airports.  This 
program has been successful in helping rural communities in California fund their own 
solutions addressing air service and airfare issues.   
 
 Finally, we support the provisions continuing and increasing funding for the EAS 

program.  All four EAS airports in California are located in RCRC member counties and 

help to provide citizens of those communities access to our nation’s air transportation 

system.   
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 RCRC greatly appreciates your leadership on these issues, and we look forward 

to working with you on these programs.  If you should have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 447-4806 or psmith@rcrcnet.org or Steve 

Palmer at (202) 638-1950 or spalmer@vsadc.com. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Legislative Advocate 
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