RCRC Reports U.S. Forest Service Issues 2015 Secure Rural Schools
Payments to Madera County and Mariposa County
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Madera county and Mariposa County final payment details for FY 2015
Madera County total: $471,969.65
Mariposa County total: $290,111.29

March 20, 2016 - This week, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) announced that Federal
Secure Rural Schools and Self-Determination (SRS) payments will be issued to
recipient states in the coming days. California counties are anticipated to receive
approximately $29 million in Federal SRS payments, which is roughly half of what the
program received when first enacted.

In 2000, Congress enacted the Federal SRS program to provide funding for rural
counties and school districts to replace lost revenue from dwindling forest receipts due
to a national decline in timber harvesting. The last reauthorization of the Federal SRS
program was made in late March 2015 through H.R. 2, commonly referred to as the
“Doc Fix,” which contained enough funding to support a two-year extension. While
funding has been secured for Fiscal Year 2015, Federal SRS funding will need to be
reauthorized again this year.

RCRC leadership and staff recently met with key Congressional members and staff to
discuss long-term funding solutions and will continue these discussions throughout the
year.
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