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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTION FOR PARTY STATUS OF RURAL COUNTY REPRESENATIVES OF 
CALIFORNIA 

 
 

I. Introduction 
Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC) respectfully moves for party status in this 

proceeding in accordance with Section 1.4 of the California Public Utilities Commission 

(“Commission”) Rules of Practice and Procedure.   

 

II. Interest in this Proceeding  
A. RCRC is an association of thirty-nine1 rural California counties, and its Board of Directors is 

comprised of one elected supervisor from each of those member counties. Founded in 1972, RCRC 

is a non-profit, mutual benefit corporation that works with its membership to advocate on behalf 

of rural issues and provide the rural county perspective on a myriad of topics at the state and federal 

levels through both the legislative and regulatory processes. A core tenant of RCRC is to promote 

a greater understanding among policy makers about the unique challenges that face California’s 

small population counties.  

 
1 RCRC members include Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte, Glenn, Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo, Lake, 
Lassen, Madera, Mariposa, Mendocino, Merced, Modoc, Mono, Monterey, Napa, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, San Benito, San 
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity, Tulare, Tuolumne, Yolo and 
Yuba counties. 
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B. Proliferation of wireless communication devices and access to broadband is an increasingly 

essential resource for educational opportunities, health care access, economic growth, and civic 

engagement. For example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, local governments were granted the 

authority to meet remotely to ensure the continued delivery of critical public services. Over the 

past couple of years, several occasions of service disruptions to the broadcast of these meetings 

prevented local agencies from taking timely action on the people’s business. Instituting basic 

service quality standards and a minimum level of service for Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP), 

wireless and broadband service that this proceeding seeks to consider would help ensure 

continuous public access to participate in open public meetings required by law.  

 

C.  Through Senate Bill 156 (Ch. 112, Statutes of 2021), local governments have the authority and 

funding opportunities to install and operate open-access municipal broadband infrastructure. In 

August 2021, the RCRC Board of Directors authorized the formation of the Golden State Connect 

Authority (GSCA), a joint powers authority, to assist rural counties in identifying pathways for 

development of internet infrastructure within their communities, including the construction of 

municipal-owned and/or operated internet systems, among other options. RCRC will provide input 

based on its knowledge of California's rural counties, their populations and resources, and their 

experience with telecommunications systems and broadband access in unserved and underserved 

communities. The deployment of new communications technology in rural and remote areas of 

California and the equitable regulatory treatment of all forms of telecommunications services is a 

high priority for RCRC.  

 

III.  Notice 
Service of notices, orders, and other correspondence in this proceeding should be directed to 

RCRC at the address set forth below: 

 

Tracy Rhine 

Senior Policy Advocate 

Rural County Representatives of California 

1215 K Street, Suite 1650 
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Sacramento, CA 95814 

Tel: (916) 447-4806 

E-mail: trhine@rcrcnet.org  

 

IV.  Conclusion 
RCRC’s participation in this proceeding will not prejudice any party and will not delay the 

schedule or broaden the scope of the issues in the proceeding.  For the reasons stated above, RCRC 

respectfully requests that the CPUC grant this Motion for Party Status filing. 

 

Dated: April 4, 2022 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

 

  /s/   Tracy Rhine         

Tracy Rhine 

Senior Policy Advocate 

Rural County Representatives of California  

Tel: (916) 447-4806 

E-mail: trhine@rcrcnet.org  
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