
 
 

      
 
 
  
  

August 31, 2022 
 
 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
California State Capitol, Room 9000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:  Assembly Bill 2514 (Dahle) – REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE 
 
Dear Governor Newsom: 
 

On behalf of Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC) and California 
State Association of Counties (CSAC), who together represent all 58 California counties, 
we respectfully request your signature on Assembly Bill 2514 (Dahle). This bill directs 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) to include a comprehensive evaluation 
of transportation in rural counties as part of its State Highway System Management Plan, 
which includes a 10-year state highway rehabilitation plan and a 5-year maintenance plan 
that is submitted to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) every two years, 
during an odd-numbered year, and is then transmitted to the Governor and the Legislature 
during that same odd-numbered year. We know it is important for both Caltrans and CTC 
to further their work on the unique transportation challenges in rural counties, and we 
believe this bill will greatly help facilitate this important goal. 
 

While all counties face myriad transportation issues, rural counties face unique 
challenges to their surface transportation infrastructure. Rural roadways traverse long 
distances, and are often built on challenging, difficult-to-access terrain. They are subject 
to inclement weather and are impacted by natural disasters, increasingly exacerbated by 
a changing climate. Yet, they are the main arteries of rural community, facilitating 
transport and economic and cultural exchange. They connect often far-flung towns within 
large expanses. They serve as thoroughfares between and among rural and urban of the 
state, especially those traveling to rural destinations from urban centers. And during 
natural disaster events, they are lifelines that save populations and allow for emergency 
officials to effectively respond. 
 

Despite their critical importance, rural roadways are especially at risk of neglect 
and disproportionate underinvestment. Most often, rural governments do not have the 
same abilities to raise local revenues to fund or match funds that urban jurisdictions do. 
However, state and federal programs are not always devised with a full appreciation of 
that distinction, sometimes resulting in systematic programmatic and funding 
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disadvantage to rural areas. Further, state transportation authorities are not always in full 
coordination and communication with rural authorities, as was shown during several 
severe snowstorms during the winter of 2021. While state and federal agencies have 
made great efforts to incorporate rural transportation concerns in their planning and 
funding programs, we appreciate that this bill will only further those efforts and lead to 
even more effective outcomes. 
 

We note that this bill, when amended on May 19th, shifted direction from requiring 
a comprehensive report on rural transportation issues conducted at the agency level, to 
its current focus on the State Highway System Management Plan. Many of the roadways 
in rural counties are local in nature, but serve as critical connectors to the state system, 
and are equally or even more greatly subject to the concerns outlined in this letter. We 
ask that in its report, Caltrans acknowledge these important impacts to local roadways, 
and consider incorporating those concerns into its review, including systemic limitations 
to funding all rural roadways, as well as the funding constraints on other important rural 
transportation infrastructure, such as local and off-system bridges. We also ask that CTC 
and the Legislature continue to ask the important questions on behalf of rural jurisdictions, 
and consider bolstering this section based on initial submittals by Caltrans over the next 
few two-year reporting cycles. 
 

On behalf of California counties, we request your signature on AB 2514. For 
questions, please contact Siddharth Nag (RCRC) at snag@rcrcnet.org, and Mark 
Neuburger (CSAC) at mneuburger@counties.org.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

                                                                            
Siddharth Nag     Mark Neuburger 
Policy Advocate     Legislative Representative 
Rural County Representatives of California  California State Association of Counties 
  
 
 
cc: The Honorable Megan Dahle, Member, California State Assembly 
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