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Surface water and groundwater in 
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Impacts to agriculture



Surface water storage and 

availability
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Groundwater management

Merced County Subsidence
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Impacts to watersheds

Tree deaths caused by 2012-2015 drought
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“Parts of the Sierra 

Nevada reached a ‘tipping 

point’ in 2015, where 

annual precipitation plus 

stored subsurface water 

were not enough to meet 

the water demand of the 

forest” 

Roger Bales, 

SNRI Director


