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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Salud Carbajal 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
2331 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Carbajal: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Jim Costa 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
2081 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Costa: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Madera County Board of Supervisors 

Members of the Merced County Board of Supervisors 
 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable John Garamendi  
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
2368 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Garamendi: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Colusa County Board of Supervisors 

Members of the Glenn County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Lake County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Sutter County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Yolo County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Yuba County Board of Supervisors 

 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Jared Huffman  
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
1527 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Huffman: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Del Norte County Board of Supervisors 

Members of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Trinity County Board of Supervisors 

 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Doug La Malfa 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
322 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative La Malfa: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Butte County Board of Supervisors 

Members of the Glenn County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Lassen County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Modoc County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Placer County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Plumas County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Shasta County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Sierra County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Tehama County Board of Supervisors 

 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Doris Matsui 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
2311 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Matsui: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Yolo County Board of Supervisors 
 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
2468 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative McCarthy: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Tulare County Board of Supervisors 
 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Tom McClintock 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
2312 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative McClintock: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Alpine County Board of Supervisors 

Members of the Amador County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Calaveras Board of Supervisors 
Members of the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Madera County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Mariposa County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Placer County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors 

 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Devin G. Nunes 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
1013 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Nunes: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Tulare County Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Jay Obernolte 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
1029 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Obernolte: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Inyo County Board of Supervisors 

Members of the Mono County Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Jimmy Panetta 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
406 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Panetta: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Monterey County Board of Supervisors 

Members of the San Benito County Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Mike Thompson 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
268 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Thompson: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Lake County Board of Supervisors 

Members of the Napa County Board of Supervisors 
Members of the Sonoma Board of Supervisors 
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable David Valadao 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
1728 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Valadao: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Tulare County Board of Supervisors 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Juan C. Vargas 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
2244 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Representative Vargas: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Imperial County Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com
mailto:cohen@acg-consultants.com


 

 
1215 K Street, Suite 1650, Sacramento, CA 95814   |   www.rcrcnet.org   |   916.447.4806   |   Fax: 916.448.3154 

ALPINE  AMADOR  BUTTE  CALAVERAS  COLUSA  DEL NORTE  EL DORADO  GLENN  HUMBOLDT  IMPERIAL  INYO  LAKE  LASSEN  MADERA  MARIPOSA  MENDOCINO  MERCED 
MODOC  MONO MONTEREY  NAPA  NEVADA  PLACER  PLUMAS  SAN BENITO  SAN LUIS OBISPO  SHASTA  SIERRA  SISKIYOU  SONOMA  SUTTER  TEHAMA  TRINITY  TULARE  TUOLUMNE  YOLO  YUBA 

 
February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Member, U.S. Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 
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were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Imperial County Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:psmith@rcrcnet.org
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February 16, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Alex Padilla 
Member, U.S. Senate 
Russell Senate Office Building - Room B03 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Senator Padilla: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to share our appreciation and support for the House Committee on Oversight and Reform 
coronavirus (COVID-19) relief bill language that would provide desperately needed direct 
financial assistance for counties, including those with lower population thresholds. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.  As such, our 
members firmly believe counties should receive direct federal assistance – as 
experienced recently by their urban counterparts - if there is to be another federal COVID-
19 relief package. 
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package. Despite 
the weeks of negotiations, the $908 billion COVID-19 relief package that was enacted did 
not include assistance for state and local governments. This lack of assistance to state 
and local governments extended months of financial difficulty for small counties across 
the Golden State, coupled with a growing pandemic whose burden of response often falls 
upon RCRC members. 

 
RCRC is encouraged to see aid for state and local governments is included in the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s reconciliation text and we ask for your 
support to ensure this language stays in any final COVID-19 relief package.  After a year 
of this pandemic, many of California’s rural counties have had to rely on the Newsom 
Administration along with approval of the California Legislature to receive monies that 



The Honorable Alex Padilla 

Coronavirus Relief Package 

February 16, 2021 
 

 

were approved last March by Congress under the CARES Act. Simultaneously, counties 
continue to expend resources to meet their vast community health needs. Without direct, 
flexible, population-based aid, small counties in California and around the country will 
continue to face the economic realities of delivering needed and mandated services as 
the costly pandemic continues. 

 
Again, RCRC fully supports the adoption of the $350 billion proposal to provide 

state and local assistance and fully appreciates the distribution method being put forth by 
the House Committee of Oversight and Reform.  If you should have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, 
or RCRC’s legislative advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-
consultants.com or (202) 327-8100.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

 
 
cc:  Members of the Imperial County Board of Supervisors 
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