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January 26, 2021 

 
 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Member, U.S. Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
RE: Coronavirus Relief Package - Direct Funding for Local Governments 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), we 
respectfully urge Congress to include direct financial assistance for local governments in 
any subsequent coronavirus (COVID-19) relief package.  The disbursement of direct aid 
to counties of all sizes is critical for the pandemic response and recovery.  

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-seven rural, low-population California counties, 

and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member 
counties.  Like our counterparts in more urbanized areas, small, low-population counties 
remain on the front lines in responding to this deadly and costly pandemic.   
 

In the closing days of the 116th Congress, a group of bi-partisan/bi-cameral 
lawmakers worked tirelessly to craft a comprehensive COVID-19 relief package.  RCRC 
appreciates the efforts by these lawmakers for including state and local government 
assistance at the $160 billion level.  In addition, we greatly appreciate the lawmakers’ 
recognition that smaller counties deserve the same level of assistance as high-population 
counties.  Despite the weeks of negotiations, a $908 billion COVID-19 relief package was 
enacted, but did not include the $160 billion in direct assistance for state and local 
governments.  Furthermore, the assistance to state and local government component that 
was being considered did not contain direct payments to counties but relied on each 
state/each governor to forward monies derived from a complex set of parameters. 
   

Notwithstanding the great work of the bi-partisan/bi-cameral lawmakers, RCRC 
requests that any subsequent COVID-19 relief package includes federal funding that is 
sent directly to counties of all sizes.  To be exact, California counties of all sizes should 
obtain allocations directly from the U.S. Treasury, and not through the State of California.    
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As the 117th Congress examines and negotiates subsequent state and local 
assistance, we request that last year’s H.R. 7090 - the Coronavirus County Relief and 
Stability Act - by former Representative Paul Cook be considered as the framework.  The 
cornerstones of H.R. 7090 included the elimination of a population threshold for counties 
to access funds directly, thereby allowing every county to directly access federal financial 
assistance.  The inclusion of provisions that provide direct local assistance is vital to low-
population counties.  We can assure that these monies will be spent efficiently and 
effectively as RCRC member counties fulfill their obligation to protect the safety and 
health of their respective residents.   
 

For these reasons, RCRC supports direct aid to counties in any subsequent 
COVID-19 relief package.  If you should have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at psmith@rcrcnet.org or (916) 447-4806, or RCRC’s legislative 
advocate in Washington D.C., Sheryl Cohen at cohen@acg-consultants.com or (202) 
327-8100.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 
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