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June 10, 2019 

 
 
 
The Honorable Adam Gray 
Chair, Assembly Governmental Organization  

Committee  
State Capitol, Room 3152 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Senate Bill 209 (Dodd) – SUPPORT  
 As Amended April 11, 2019 
 
Dear Assembly Member Gray:  
 
 On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
to express our support for Senate Bill 209, authored by Senator Bill Dodd, which 
establishes a state wildfire warning center.  RCRC is an association of thirty-six rural 
California counties, and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors 
from each of those member counties.     
 

RCRC member counties contain much of California’s forested lands and have 
suffered the vast majority of the State’s most catastrophic wildfire events in the last 
decade, including the Camp Fire, which completely devastated the city of Paradise and 
stands on record as the most destructive wildfire in California history with 85 lives lost, 
nearly 19,000 structures destroyed, and 50,000 people displaced.  Given the frequency 
and destructiveness of these and other recent wildfires, RCRC strongly supports efforts 
to reduce the risk of wildfires. 

 
SB 209 establishes a centralized state wildfire warning center to monitor fire-

weather and threat conditions statewide and oversee deployment of a network of 
automated weather stations in areas not covered by an electrical corporation or local 
publicly owned electric utility’s weather network.  Importantly, the center shall also 
coordinate with electrical corporations and local publicly owned electrical utilities to 
determine where to deploy weather monitoring stations in high fire threat districts.  RCRC 
believes that increasing the amount and improving the quality of information on weather 
conditions will help guide decisions on how to manage those threats, better preposition 
scarce resources, and coordinate responses to active fire events.   
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During the week of October 14, 2018, several RCRC member counties and 
residents located in Amador, Butte, Calaveras, El Dorado, Lake, Napa, Nevada, Placer, 
Plumas, Sierra, Sonoma, and Yuba, were advised they would likely experience power 
shutoffs due to severe winds that could trigger wildfires.  Some of those residents went 
several days before power could be fully restored, thereby making it difficult to perform 
even basic sanitary functions (because there was no power to operate domestic wells).  
Given that the area impacted by the deenergization experience was very large, we believe 
that more information on weather conditions will enable utilities to better tailor 
deenergization events to avoid unnecessary service disruptions.   

 
For the above reasons, RCRC respectfully requests your ‘Aye’ vote when this 

measure is heard before your Committee. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
JOHN KENNEDY 
Legislative Advocate 

 
 
cc: The Honorable Bill Dodd, Member of the State Senate 
 Members of the Assembly Governmental Organization Committee 
 Consultant, Assembly Governmental Organization Committee 

Consultant, Assembly Republican Caucus 

 
 


