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March 3, 2021 

 
 
 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Transmittal Via E-Mail: I.19-09-016 Service List, R.18-10-007 Service List, 
wildfiresafetydivision@cpuc.ca.gov and ESRB_ComplianceFilings@cpuc.ca.gov  
 
RE: Resolution M-4852 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), we write in strong 
support of Resolution M-4852 Placing Pacific Gas and Electric Company into Step 1 of the 
“Enhanced Oversight and Enforcement Process” Adopted in Decision 20-05-053. RCRC is 
an association of thirty-seven rural California counties, and our Board of Directors is 
comprised of elected supervisors from each member county.  
 
The findings of the Wildfire Safety Division (WSD) are extremely troubling and we commend 
President Batjer for ordering the review.1  PG&E’s bait-and-switch methodology models from 
their approved Wildfire Mitigation Plan (WMP) flies in the face of legislative and regulatory 
intent, further endangers the public, and undermines broad public safety goals.  Not only that, 
on the whole it illustrates the herculean lengths PG&E goes through to maximize their bottom 
line and pursue a shareholder-focused safety strategy with little regard for consequences, 
especially for ratepayers.2 
 
One of the major tenets of Senate Bill 901 (2018) was broad-based forest health funding and 
enhanced requirements for investor-owned utility fire hardening protocols and wildfire risk 
assessment around utility lines.  The intensity of catastrophic wildfires is driven by overly 
dense, unhealthy forests, and fuel loads.  No amount of system hardening and infrastructure 
improvements will completely negate the need for regular, on-going vegetation management.  
Post-bankruptcy, PG&E is continuing their legacy of business-as-usual. 
 

 
1 November 24, 2020 letter to Mr. William L. Smith, Interim Chief Executive Office of PG&E.  
2 Pursuant to Public Utilities Code Section 451.1, electrical corporations are authorized to recover wildfire 
related costs with a valid safety certificate, which is awarded through the approval of a Wildfire Mitigation 
Plan, among other things, and takes the assumption of having acted reasonably.   
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The discovery of insufficient progress and lack of risk-driven investments into Enhanced 
Vegetation Management highlights the importance of independent, physical audits to validate 
reported WMP data.  We commend the WSD’s dogged efforts to ascertain inconsistent data 
and conduct inspections, and we further urge the WSD to make a more concerted effort 
toward transparently displaying public documents and notices on a searchable webpage so 
external stakeholders can aid in their important mission.  As evidenced by the tips of 
concerned community members to the WSD for undocumented fire mitigation projects3, 
accountability and safeguarding utility infrastructure from causing harm cannot be done in a 
vacuum.  
 
Given the intense complexity of WMPs and the limited time periods for stakeholders to 
provide thoughtful review, the onus is on regulators to hold utilities accountable for these 
public safety measures.  High-fire threat communities rely on competent, strategically 
enhanced safety protocols — such as Enhanced Vegetation Management based on risk — 
to stave-off dangers caused by long-term mismanagement.  
 
Placing PG&E into the Enhanced Oversight and Enforcement Process fulfills important 
promises made in Decision 20-05-053.  In addition to the milestone reporting goals 
enumerated in Resolution M-4852, we urge the Commission to require concurrent milestone 
Enhanced Vegetation Management outcomes prior to the 2021 wildfire season to remedy 
these unresolved, dangerous conditions surrounding high-risk powerlines. Given PG&E’s 
track record, the Commission must stay vigilant and be prepared to exercise Enhanced 
Enforcement, i.e., an independent third-party monitor, to provide external oversight of 
Enhanced Vegetation Management.  It is imperative that PG&E undertake efforts to reduce 
contact with distribution lines that could not only spark a wildfire but also contribute to the 
intensity of a wildfire around electrical equipment, which also impacts the overall conditions 
that necessitate a Public Safety Power Shutoff event.  
 
Ratepayers cannot afford Wildfire Mitigation Plan failures and communities cannot endure 
more loss of life and property from utility-caused catastrophic wildfires and dishonest 
corporate stewardship.  For these reasons, we strongly support Resolution M-4852 and urge 
the Commission to commence common-sense accountability measures.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at (916) 447-4806 or sheaton@rcrcnet.org with any questions or to 
discuss further.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

STACI HEATON 
Senior Regulatory Affairs Advocate 

 
3 Page 17, Wildfire Safety Division Audit of PG&E’s Implementation of their Enhanced Vegetation Management 
Program in 2020.  
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