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July 9, 2025

Secretary Wade Crowfoot

Director Patrick Wright

California Natural Resources Agency, California Wildfire & Forest Resilience Task
Force

715 P St.

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: California Wildfire & Forest Resilience Task Force Action Plan Update — Biomass
Utilization and Bioenergy Facilities

Dear Secretary Crowfoot and Director Wright,

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we are writing to respectfully
urge that recommendations for forest biomass utilization through bioenergy



outlets to provide a consistent near-term pathway for disposal of hazardous
fuel wood waste, be incorporated into the 2025 update of the California
Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Action Plan. The undersigned
partners are fully committed to reducing wildfire risk and advancing post-fire
recovery to improve forest resilience, while also supporting our rural
economies and energy security. To achieve this at the pace and scale
needed, biomass utilization must be addressed, and bioenergy provides the
best near-term solution to address this critical issue, while other co-benefits
for low value wood waste continue to be developed to support alternative or
complementary long-term solutions.

California has invested nearly $6 billion into wildfire prevention in the last several years.
This is a commendable investment, and all partners, federal, state, private, NGOs and
Tribes, are working to treat a minimum of 1 million acres annually to combat the wildfire
crisis. As we implement the million-acre strategy, focusing on wildfire prevention and
recovery, forest biomass is accumulating at an alarming rate. In response, we are
requesting that the Task Force include a distinctly clear and achievable
recommendation that addresses the near-term need, being less than one year, for
forest feedstock disposal as it relates to bioenergy production. Additionally, the
recommendation should include reference to launching innovative technologies to
support the longer term goals of developing and maintaining disposal pathways into the
future.

Expanding bioenergy production within California provides an opportunity for outlets for
forest biomass at scale. Clear recognition of this from the Task Force would not only
help sustain the existing facilities, but promote return to operation of idle facilities and
promote new investments that represent the necessary infrastructure to support wildfire
prevention, forest resiliency and post fire recovery strategies.

As with other facilities associated with forest products, the multiplier of employment
opportunities permeates throughout communities and produces opportunities that go
well beyond the facility itself. Additionally, the utilization of forest biomass can reduce
dependence on other energy sources, enhancing energy security and self-sufficiency
for rural regions of California. Biomass facilities not only represent a disposal option of
scale, but a circular economy and forest and community resilience in California.

One of the Task Force Key Deliverables (March 24, 2025) includes “Create a
Sustainable Wood Products Market and Forest Sector Jobs.” This action aligns with our
request and more specifically addresses Deliverable #17, “Expand the State’s Wood
Processing Infrastructure.” Biomass utilization to bioenergy facilities allows this material



to be processed at scale and creates forest sector jobs. This opportunity has also been
identified as a priority by the Task Force Wood Infrastructure Strike Team and a
significant discussion point for the last several years in the Wood Utilization Working
Group.

The undersigned organizations are asking that the aforementioned short-term strategy
for biomass utilization and bioenergy be included in the recommendations to the Task
Force in the upcoming Action Plan Update. While long-term, aspirational goals are also
supported, there is a lack of focus on short-term solutions that could provide significant
new capacity and utilization for forest biomass feedstock — a solution that would
address the current and pressing needs of natural resource managers working on
behalf of all partners, including federal, state, private, tribal, and NGO stakeholders.
Support from the Task Force is essential in expanding all existing biomass facilities in
the state, while supporting new and burgeoning technologies that contribute to removal
of hazardous fuels from our forests. Our organizations have either directly or
tangentially worked with the Task Force over the last several years to achieve our
shared wildfire resiliency goals. We support rural communities and remain committed to
working towards finding solutions that achieve desirable outcomes for all involved.

We appreciate your attention and consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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CEO
Matt Dias TSS Consultants
President/CEO
Calforests
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Dan C. Dunmoyer
President and CEO
California Building Industry Association
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Catherine Freeman
Senior Legislative Advocate
California State Association of Counties
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Laurel Harkness
Coalition Director
Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition

Kevin Johnston
Director and Counsel, Legal Advocacy
California Farm Bureau
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John Kennedy

Senior Policy Advocate

Rural County Representatives of
California

Adrian Covert

Senior Vice President, Public Policy
Bay Area Council

Maureen Teubert

District Manager

Western Shasta Resource Conservation
District

Jon Barrett

District Manager

Resource Conservation District of
Tehama County

Rod Dowse

District Manager

Shasta Valley Resource Conservation
District

Julee Malinowski-Ball
Executive Director
California Biomass Energy Alliance
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Jonathan Kusel
Executive Director
Sierra Institute

Amy R. Berry
CEO
Tahoe Fund

Julia Leavin
Executive Director
Bioenergy Association of California
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Caroline Schirato

Board Chair

Utica Water and Power Authority
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Joe Smailes
President
Forest Landowners of California



Tim Edwards

President
CAL FIRE L2881
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Gregory Stangl
CEO
Phoenix Energy
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Sarah Oldson
RPF #2997/ President
Cascade Resource Consultants, LLC
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Executive Director
Fall River RCD and Pit RCD

Lowis Schipper
Louis Schipper
Vice President

California Licensed Foresters Assoc.
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Sam Kang
Chief Operating Officer
Pioneer Community Energy

Stephenic (Qilliams

Stephanie Williams

General Manager

Camptonville Forest Biomass Business
Center

Cothy L3 Blune

Cathy LeBlanc
Advisor
Camptonville Community Partnership
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Nick Goulette
Co-Executive Director
Watershed Research & Training Center

Anthony L. Firenzi, PE
Director of Strategic Affairs
Placer County Water Agency
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Steve Frisch
President
Sierra Business Council
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Tracy Hernandez
CEO
New California Coalition
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Tom Hobby
CEO
Yosemite Clean Energy
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Seren Taylor

Vice President

Personal Insurance Federation of
California



