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March 20, 2025

The Honorable Brooke Rollins

Secretary

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins,

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we thank you for your efforts to support forest
management and wildfire risk reduction projects in California. Your efforts to get
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (lIJA), Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), and disaster
supplemental funds released have allowed members of our organizations to return to
implementation of important fuels breaks, hazardous fuels reduction, thinning and post fire
recovery projects.

Calforests also appreciates your consideration of the letter sent (February 24, 2025) in
response to several early Presidential Executive Orders. The letter provided
recommendations to maximize and expand the tools the Federal agencies already have to
expedite sound land management by reducing undue burden in disaster prevention and
response, wildfire resiliency, and bioenergy production work. Since the submission of that
letter, the March 15t Executive Order, “Immediate Expansion of American Timber Production”
(EO) has provided an opportunity for Calforests, and the undersigned partner organizations,
to respectfully request consideration of recommendations to promote increased timber
production and sound forest management, reduce time to deliver timber, and decrease
timber supply uncertainty.

The EO on expanding timber production has a direct positive impact on members of all the
undersigned organizations who have a vested interest in managing our forests in a way that
reduces wildfire risk and maintains a reliable and sustainable supply of timber. Our
members work directly with the Federal agencies to treat thousands of acres of private and



federally managed forest land annually. This work includes commercial timber harvest
operations, construction and maintenance of fuel breaks, rehabilitation and restoration of
lands impacted by wildfires, and removal of hazardous fuels to biomass and bioenergy
facilities.

EXECUTIVE ORDER

The EO calls for new or updated guidance to facilitate increased timber production with
reduced delivery times and supply uncertainties. It also requires legislative proposals that
expand authorities to improve timber production and sound forest management. Our
organizations respectfully request consideration of the following recommendations to
maximize and expand the tools the Federal agencies already have to reduce undue burden:

Emergency Authorities and Exemptions

e Expand locations, use, and approach for emergency authorities - Allow emergency
authorities to be used in moderate, high, and very high wildfire risk firesheds.
Prioritize and expand use of emergency authorities across all units. Allow for
emergency authority decisions to be delegated to the local unit level.

e Exemptions under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) for all applicable
threatened and endangered species — Allow for ESA exemptions for moderate, high,
and very high wildfire risk areas for projects and activities that reduce wildfire risk,
promote wildfire resiliency, and focus on disaster prevention and response. Include
exemptions in post-disaster recovery areas, including for salvage and reforestation
activities. Prioritize immediate implementation and avoid any ESA listed species
discovered during project operations. Expand use of emergency consultation and
delegate consultation to the action agency.

e Exemptions for Northwest Forest Plan Survey and Manage species - Allow Survey and
Manage Standards and Guidelines exemptions for moderate, high, and very high
wildfire risk firesheds for projects and activities that reduce wildfire risk, promote
wildfire resiliency, and focus on disaster prevention and response. Include
exemptions in post-disaster recovery areas, including for salvage and reforestation
activities. Prioritize immediate implementation and avoid undue delays due to the
burden of survey requirements prior to project implementation.

e [Exemptions under the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPQO) — Allow for NHPA and SHPO exemptions for moderate,
high, and very high wildfire risk areas for projects and activities that reduce wildfire
risk, promote wildfire resiliency, and focus on disaster prevention and response.
Include exemptions in post-disaster recovery areas, including for salvage and
reforestation activities. Prioritize immediate implementation and avoid NHPA sites
discovered during project operations. Allow State Registered Professional Foresters
with archaeology training certificates to complete any project reviews and/or surveys
mandated by law.




Reduce and/or eliminate operational shutdown days and limited operating periods —
If not required by law, extend the field season for project implementation in
moderate, high, and very high wildfire risk firesheds. Make use of best management
practices and project design features to avoid impacts to resources of concern.

Expand Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) — Include timber salvage as an
integral part of the BAER process and expand use of this opportunity to implement
salvage projects during, and immediately after, wildfire suppression activities.

Implement completed National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) projects and add to
existing contracts — Implement all existing forest management and fuels reduction
NEPA projects (completed shelf-stock). Complete modifications to existing contracts
in moderate, high, and very high risk firesheds where other projects are nearby to
allow for increased treatment acres and reduced contract processing time. Multi-
product contracts would not require any new federal funding.

Public Private Partnership

Expand master stewardship agreement use — Promote increased use of master
stewardship agreements (up to 20 years) to include work with private industry.

Expand use of “A to Z” and “G to Z” stewardship contracts — Increase use of “Ato Z”
and “Gto Z” stewardship contracts to allow industry to implement more projects from
the planning and post-NEPA planning stages through project operations and
completion. Allow for the inclusion of organizations like Resource Conservation
Districts (RCDs) as needed in the planning stages to improve efficiency and cost
effectiveness.

Improve contracting efficiencies — Review contracting policies and process to identify
and implement opportunities. Modify, remove, and update requirements that may be
outdated, create undue burden, are cost infeasible, and/or are unnecessary for
industry and federal agencies.

Expand use of Resource Conservation Districts (RCDs)/Federal partnerships —
Continue to support agreements that allow RCDs to work on federal lands, including
timber sales. RCDs work across federal, state, and private lands and are uniquely
positioned to engage non-industrial private forestlands as a well-trusted organization
within local communities. By securing and coordinating multiple funding sources,
RCDs enable cost-effective, large-scale solutions.

Recognize grazing as a wildfire management tool in fuels management programs -
Promote grazing permittees as partners in conservation and leverage grazing as a
landscape management tool to help address the buildup of hazardous fuels.




Legislative Proposals

e Expand acreage limits for categorical exclusions (CEs) and add new categories —
Expand CE acreage limits of projects up to 10,000 acres. Utilize the full spectrum of
CEs available to support wildfire resiliency activities. Add CEs for treating hazard
trees and salvage activities.

e [Expand Good Neighbor Authority — Extend agreement timeframes to up to 20 years
and allow private landowners and RCDs to enter into agreements to create
efficiencies in project implementation across all jurisdictions with all landowners.

Bioenergy

The EO notes that the production of bioenergy is critical to our Nation’s well-being. In
California, forest biomass removal to bioenergy facilities is a key component of sound forest
management and wildfire risk reduction. We recommend the following:

e [Expand and support existing programs that facilitate the movement of material to all
facilities with additional and continued Federal resources - Biomass removal to
bioenergy facilities helps support reducing wildfire risk and maintaining our forests
into the future.

e Assist offline facilities with return to operation and support for development of new
infrastructure - Federal incentives for the purchase of bioenergy, working with the
State of California to reduce regulatory burden, and increased Federal investment in
this energy source would provide the assistance needed.

Conclusion

Efficient and effective treatments can be achieved through the use of emergency authorities
and exemptions in moderate, high, and very high risk firesheds; leverage of public-private
partnerships; legislative proposals; and expanded and continued support for bioenergy
production. Calforests estimates that its members share over 7,000 miles of adjacent
ownership with Federal lands. California’s farmers and ranchers and rural communities are
in a similar position. Immediate implementation of treatments across boundaries, and the
associated resources to do so, are crucially important. As such, our organizations request
continued Federal support to accomplish forest management and wildfire risk reduction
work at a larger scale as quickly as possible.

Our organizations are committed to working with the Federal and state agencies to achieve
our shared forest management and wildfire resiliency goals. We support rural
communities and remain committed to working towards finding solutions that achieve
desirable outcomes for all involved. We appreciate your full consideration of these
requests and your continued support for expanding all aspects of forest management work
in California. If you have any questions about this letter, please contact Matt Dias at
mattd@calforests.org or 916-217-4221.
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Sincerely,

Matt Dias
President/CEO
Calforests

Shannon Douglass
President
California Farm Bureau

Staci Heaton
Senior Policy Advocate
Rural County Representatives of California

Scott Ratterman
President
Mountain Counties Water Resources Association

Jon Barrett
District Manager
Tehama County Resource Conservation District

Cc:

Kristin Sleeper, Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment
Christine Dawe, Senior Advisor for Natural Resources and Environment

Tom Schultz, Chief of the Forest Service

Chris French, Acting Associate Chief of the Forest Service



