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September 26, 2025

The Honorable Blake Moore The Honorable Jim Costa

Member, U.S. House of Representatives Member, U.S. House of Representatives
1131 Longworth House Office Building 2081 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

RE: BECCS Advancement Commission Act of 2025—SUPPORT
Dear Congress Members Moore and Costa,

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), thank you
for introducing the BECCS Advancement Commission Act of 2025; we are pleased to
support this proposal. RCRC is confident that this legislation will provide much needed
pathways to increase the utilization of woody byproducts from forest lands, thus
advancing the pace and scale of fuels treatment projects. RCRC is an association of forty
rural California counties and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected
supervisors from each of those member counties.

RCRC member counties are home to more than 80 percent of USDA Forest
Service (USFS) land across California, and the vast majority of the state’s BLM lands can
be found in our rural counties. California’s catastrophic wildfires have profoundly impacted
our rural communities over the past fifteen years, many of which originated on federally
managed lands, such as the Caldor Fire, the August Complex Fire and the North Complex
Fire. Wildfires on federal lands have cost the federal government billions of dollars in
suppression, clean-up and disaster relief costs and have required unprecedented
investments by state and local governments to provide firefighting, recovery and
rebuilding resources to communities impacted by these fires.

Reputable forest science has shown that our national forest lands are overstocked
due to decades of overconservative timber harvest policies and overzealous fire
suppression practices. Currently, much of California’s federal lands exist in a highly
flammable condition which is exacerbated by drought, extreme heat and insect
infestation. The ability to manage our forest lands for greater resilience is hindered by the
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lack of infrastructure to utilize woody byproducts from fuels treatment projects. As a result,
much of the material is either piled and burned, or simply piled and left to degrade.

The BECCS Advancement Commission Act of 2025 would significantly improve
the ability of land managers to conduct fuels treatment projects by advancing
recommendations on policy related to Bioenergy with Carbon Capture and Storage
(BECCS). BECCS could be a vital addition to the tools land managers have to utilize
woody byproducts from forest management projects, particularly since it will take years,
if not decades, to reestablish timber processing infrastructure across the West. In
particular, we appreciate the inclusion of a representative from a rural community. As
noted above, because of their experience from the effects of wildfire, it is this kind of
representation that can provide the thoughtful policy needed to ensure that BECCS
facilities are sited to everyone’s greatest benefit.

For the above reasons, RCRC is pleased to support the BECCS Advancement
Commission Act of 2025. Please do not hesitate to contact me at sheaton@rcrcnet.org
with any questions.

Sincerely,

[

STACI HEATON
Senior Policy Advocate

cc:  Ms. Sheryl Cohen, Partner, American Continental Group
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