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March 14, 2025

The Honorable Ken Calvert

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
2205 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: H.R. 1894 - Federally Integrated Species Health Act — SUPPORT
Dear Congress Member Calvert,

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), thank you
for reintroducing the Federally Integrated Species Health (FISH) Act (H.R. 1894); we are
pleased to support this proposal. RCRC is confident that this legislation will provide much
needed streamlining and clarification for local governments that need to comply with the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) by having a single federal agency manage all species.
RCRC is an association of forty rural California counties and the RCRC Board of Directors
is comprised of elected supervisors from each of those member counties.

County governments are tasked with myriad responsibilities that are often
impacted by decisions made pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA),
including road and infrastructure maintenance and preservation of public safety
infrastructure such as flood conveyance systems. California’s counties are also under
strict mandates to increase affordable housing units in all areas of the state, which places
extra pressure on local governments to plan and develop communities in areas where
they otherwise might not desire to build due to habitat, wildfire risk and other ecological
issues. Local governments also have responsibilities to work with other local agencies,
such as water districts and other utilities, to ensure that their residents’ water supply
needs are met while managing these resources for healthy ecosystems for various
species.

In recent years, providing services for residents has become increasingly difficult
due to the jurisdictional split between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The two agencies have issued conflicting
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directives for species management and the separation between the two has often led to
confusion and delays in completing projects in an effective and affordable manner.

The FISH Act would improve ESA implementation by giving a single agency

implementing authority, which would minimize duplicative directives and avoid potential
conflicts. It would also streamline processes for implementing projects so that public
projects could be completed expeditiously and delays minimized.

For the above reasons, RCRC is pleased to support the FISH Act. Please do

not hesitate to contact me at sheaton@rcrcnet.org with any questions.

CC:

Sincerely,

[

STACI HEATON
Senior Policy Advocate

The Honorable Alex Padilla, Member of the U.S. Senate

The Honorable Adam Schiff, Member of the U.S. Senate

The Honorable Doug LaMalfa, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Jared Huffman, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Kevin Kiley, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

The Honorable Tom McClintock, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Doris Matsui, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable John Garamendi, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Adam Gray, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Jimmy Panetta, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Vince Fong, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

The Honorable Jim Costa, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

The Honorable David Valadao, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Salud Carbajal, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Raul Ruiz, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

Ms. Sheryl Cohen, Partner, American Continental Group
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