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February 26, 2025 
 

 
   
The Honorable Mike Thompson 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
268 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE: H.R. 1105 – Disaster Resiliency and Coverage Act of 2025 — SUPPORT  
      
Dear Congress Member Thompson, 
 
  On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), thank you 
for introducing the Disaster Resiliency and Coverage Act of 2025 (H.R. 1105); we are 
pleased to once again support this proposal, as we did when it was introduced in 2024. 
We believe this legislation will provide needed aid to California residents that live in high 
wildfire risk areas and need assistance with retrofits to safeguard their homes from the 
impacts of high severity wildfire. Many of these same property owners have also been 
impacted by the insurance affordability crisis in California and could benefit from the 
incentives included in the measure. RCRC is an association of forty rural California 
counties and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from each 
of those member counties.   
 
 Numerous studies have shown that retrofitting homes to make them more resistant 
to the impacts of wildfire, known as home hardening, is an effective way to reduce risk of 
ignition in the event of a high severity wildfire. These retrofits are expensive, however, 
and it can cost several thousands of dollars to harden an existing home to the most fire-
resistant standard. Estimates in many of our member counties have shown costs in the 
range of $30,000-40,000 to fully fire-harden an older home. Lower income property 
owners have an especially difficult time upgrading their residences to safeguard from the 
impacts of wildfire.  
 

The Disaster Resiliency and Coverage Act of 2025 has the potential to aid 
residents living in areas at risk of wildfire and other disasters by providing grant funding 
up to $10,000 for low-income residents to help pay for home retrofits. The measure would 
also allow for a 30 percent tax credit for all homeowners who spend to upgrade their 
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properties according to guidelines presented in the bill. RCRC believes that this legislation 
has the potential to provide much-needed assistance for California residents that live in 
high-risk areas and that may have difficulty paying the costs of upgrading their properties. 
We look forward to working with you to ensure its passage into law. 
 

For the above reasons, RCRC is pleased to support the Disaster Resiliency and 
Coverage Act of 2025. Please do not hesitate to contact me at sheaton@rcrcnet.org 
with any questions.   
  
        Sincerely,  
 

   
  STACI HEATON 
  Senior Policy Advocate  
  
cc: The Honorable Alex Padilla, Member of the U.S. Senate 
 The Honorable Adam Schiff, Member of the U.S. Senate 

The Honorable Doug LaMalfa, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
 The Honorable Jared Huffman, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
 The Honorable Kevin Kiley, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Tom McClintock, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Doris Matsui, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable John Garamendi, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Adam Gray, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Zoe Lofgren, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Jimmy Panetta, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Vince Fong, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Jim Costa, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable David Valadao, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Salud Carbajal, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
The Honorable Raul Ruiz, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Ms. Sheryl Cohen, Partner, American Continental Group   
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