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Rural County Representatives of California 
Board of Directors Meeting 
August 19, 2026 – 8:00 a.m. 

1215 K Street, Suite 1650 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

FULL PACKET 
 

Additional Teleconference Location(s) are Listed on the  
Last Page of this Agenda 

 
(All Teleconference Locations are Accessible to the Public) 

 
This meeting will also be livestreamed for public access. Members of the public can watch or listen to the meeting 
using one of the following methods: 
 

1. Join the Zoom meeting application on your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
Go to: https://rcrcnet.zoom.us/j/86716772763 
Enter Password: 981011 
  
2. Call-in and listen to the meeting: 
Dial +1 (669) 444-9171 
Enter meeting ID: 867 1677 2763 
Enter password: 981011 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT USING ZOOM: Members of the public who join the Zoom meeting, either through the Zoom 
app or by calling in, will be able to provide live public comment at specific points throughout the meeting. 
 
EMAIL PUBLIC COMMENT: One may also email public comment to mchui@rcrcnet.org before or during the 
meeting. All emailed public comments will be forwarded to all RCRC Board of Directors members. 

 
Executive Summary Immediately Following Agenda 

 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4300851/Stewart_Knox_Bio_and_Headshot.pdf
https://www.rcrcnet.org/wp-content/uploads/Meetings/BoardMeetings/2026/08192026/08192026_RCRC_Packet.pdf
https://rcrcnet.zoom.us/j/86716772763
mailto:mchui@rcrcnet.org


 

 

9:00 a.m. 
 

1. Call to Order, Determination of Quorum and Self Introductions  
Chair, Supervisor Miles Menetrey, Mariposa County  
First Vice Chair, Supervisor Bob Nelson, Santa Barbara County 
Second Vice Chair, Supervisor Anne Cottrell, Napa County 
Immediate Past Chair, Supervisor Geri Byrne, Modoc County 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Public Comment 

At this time any member of the public may address the Board.  Speakers are asked to state their name for 
the record but are not required to do so.  Comments are usually limited to no more than 3 minutes per 
speaker 
 

4. Consent Agenda – ACTION 
a. June 5, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes                                             Page 1 
b. RCRC Strategic Plan Mid-Year Update                                       Page 9 

Carolyn Jhajj, Communications Director  

• MEMO 

o 2025-2027 RCRC Strategic Plan: Mid-Year Status Update 

c. Proposed 2027 Meeting Calendar                                      Page 23 

Maggie Chui, Director of Board Operations  

• MEMO 

o RCRC Proposed 2027 Meeting Calendar 
d. Forest Management and Wildfire Update                                                         Page 27 

Staci Heaton, Senior Policy Advocate 

• MEMO 

o Sheep-Goat Herder Parity Coalition Letter, Dated August 6, 2026 

o Wildfire Resilience Funding Coalition Letter, Dated August 4, 2026 

e. Water Issues Update                                                                                         Page 43 
Eric Will, Policy Advocate 

• MEMO 

f. RCRC Revised Pay Rate Schedule – Effective July 1, 2026                Page 45 
Milena De Melo, Finance Director  

• MEMO 

o RCRC Pay Schedule - Effective July 1, 2026 (Clean) 
o RCRC Pay Schedule - Effective July 1, 2026 (Track Changes) 

 

g. Proposed 2026 RCRC Revised Operating Budget                                     Page 51 
Milena De Melo  

• MEMO 

o 2026 RCRC Operating Budget â€“ Revised (Attachment A) 
 

5. RCRC Chair’s Report 
Chair, Supervisor Miles Menetrey, Mariposa County  

 

6. President’s Report  
Patrick Blacklock, President and CEO 

 
 

https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4300854/6.5.2026_RCRC_Minutes_DRAFT.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4300858/RCRC_Strategic_Plan_MEMO_8.14.2026.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4300857/RCRC_Strategic_Plan_ATTACH_1.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4300995/RCRC_Proposed_2026_Meeting_Calendar_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4300994/RCRC_Proposed_2026_Meeting_Calendar_ATTACH_1.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301086/Forest_Management_and_Wildfire_Update_August_2026_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301083/Forest_Management_and_Wildfire_Update_August_2026_ATTACH_1.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301085/Forest_Management_and_Wildfire_Update_August_2026_ATTACH_2.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301093/Water_Issues_Update_Aug_2026_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301099/RCRC_Pay_Rate_Schedule_Amendment_August_2026_-_Memo_BOD.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301097/RCRC_Pay_Rate_Schedule_Amendment_August_2026_-_ATTACH_1.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301098/RCRC_Pay_Rate_Schedule_Amendment_August_2026_-_ATTACH_2.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301119/RCRC_2025_Proposed_Change_to_Budget_Memo_BOD.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301118/RCRC_2025_Proposed_Change_to_Budget_Board_ATTACH_1.pdf


 

 

7. Governmental Affairs (Discussion and possible action relative to)    

a. Legislative Matters (Discussion and possible action relative to)  

First Deputy Chair, Supervisor John Peschong, San Luis Obispo County 
Second Deputy Chair, Lee Adams, Sierra County 

i. Proposition 43: Local Taxes: Limitations – ACTION                            Page 55 

Sarah Dukett, Senior Policy Advocate 

• MEMO 

o Copy of Proposition 43 

o Proposition 26 Memo 

o Board Minutes Excerpt 8-18-2010 

o Board Minutes Excerpt 6-20-2018 

o Tax Fairness, Transparency and Accountability Act of 2018 Board 

Memo 

ii. Proposition 45: Building an Affordable California Act – ACTION       Page 75 

John Kennedy, Senior Policy Advocate 

• MEMO 

o Copy of Proposition 45 

o List of Groups in Support and Opposition 

iii. Proposition 1: Housing Affordability Bond – ACTION                        Page 131 

Tracy Rhine, Senior Policy Advocate 

• MEMO 

o Text of Proposition 1 (Senate Bill 417) 
iv. November 2026 Statewide Ballot Propositions Overview                  Page 155 

Mary-Ann Warmerdam 

• MEMO 

v. State and Federal Legislative Update                                                   Page 159 

Mary-Ann Warmerdam, Senior Vice President Governmental Affairs 

• MEMO 

o State Legislative Update 

vi. Other Legislative Issues   
Governmental Affairs Staff     

 

b. Regulatory Matters (Discussion and possible action relative to)   
First Deputy Chair, Supervisor Rhonda Duggan, Mono County 
Second Deputy Chair, Supervisor Monica Rossman, Glenn County 

i. California Public Utilities Commission Update                                   Page 201 
Leigh Kammerich, Senior Policy Advocate  
John Kennedy                            
Tracy Rhine 

• MEMO 

o RCRC Open CPUC Proceedings List 
o RCRC Joint Opening Comments, COLR Proceeding (June 10, 

2026) 
o Joint Reply Comments, COLR Proceeding (June 17, 2026) 
o RCRC Opening Comments, Telecom Resiliency Proceeding (July 

8, 2026) 
o RCRC Reply Comments, Telecom Resiliency Proceeding (July 

22, 2026) 

https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301131/Prop_43_-_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301132/Prop_43_ATTACH_1.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301133/Prop_43_ATTACH_2.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301134/Prop_43_ATTACH_3.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301135/Prop_43_ATTACH_4.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301136/Prop_43_ATTACH_5.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301136/Prop_43_ATTACH_5.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301363/Prop_45_-_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301361/Prop_45_-_ATTACH_1.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301362/Prop_45_-_ATTACH_2.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301242/Prop_1_-_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301241/Prop_1_ATTACH_1.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301374/Nov_2026_Statewide_Ballot_Prop_Overview_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301377/State_and_Federal_Legislative_Update_2026-08_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301378/State_Legislative_Update_2026.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301391/CPUC_Memo_August_2026.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301384/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_1_Proceedings_List.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301385/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_2_COLR_OIR_RCRC_Joint_Comments_on_FCC_Discontinuance_Rules_06-10-26.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301385/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_2_COLR_OIR_RCRC_Joint_Comments_on_FCC_Discontinuance_Rules_06-10-26.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301386/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_3_R.24-06-012_COLR_Joint_Advocates_Reply_Comments_on_ALJ_Ruling_re_FCC.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301387/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_4_R.25-07-014_RCRC_Opening_Comments__07-08-26.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301387/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_4_R.25-07-014_RCRC_Opening_Comments__07-08-26.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301388/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_5_R.25-07-014_RCRC_Reply_Comments__07-22-26.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301388/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_5_R.25-07-014_RCRC_Reply_Comments__07-22-26.pdf


 

 

o RCRC Opening Comments, Energy Safety, Reliability and 
Resiliency Proposed Decision (July 30, 2026) 

o List of CPUC Regulated Water Utilities in RCRC Counties 

ii. Other Regulatory Issues  
Governmental Affairs Staff  

c. Other Governmental Affairs Matters (Discussion and possible action relative to) 

i. Report and Update Regarding the Following RCRC Ad Hoc           Page 257 
Committees  

• MEMO 
1. Predatory Species Management Ad Hoc Committee  

First Vice Chair, Supervisor Bob Nelson, Santa Barbara County, Ad Hoc  
Chair   

 Supervisor Michael Kobseff, Siskiyou County, Ad Hoc Vice Chair       

2. Recruitment and Retention Ad Hoc Committee   
Chair, Supervisor Miles Menetrey, Mariposa County, Ad Hoc Chair   

 Supervisor Jill Cox, Trinity County, Ad Hoc Vice Chair       

3. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Ad Hoc Committee      
Second Vice Chair, Supervisor Anne Cottrell, Napa County, Ad Hoc Chair   

 Supervisor Daurice Smith, Colusa County, Ad Hoc Vice Chair    

    
8. Business and Administrative Matters (Discussion and possible action relative to) 

a. Rural County Photo Contest – ACTION            Page 259 
Christopher Egan, Management Analyst  

• MEMO 

o Rural County Photo Contest Official Rules 

b. 2026 Annual Meeting Overview                                                                         Page 267 
Dorothy Poole, Governmental Affairs Operations Manager 
Lorraine Cummings, Client Relations Representative  

• MEMO 

 
9. Member County Comments and Reports 

 
10. RCRC Closed Session 

Closed Session: Existing Litigation – Conference with Legal Counsel regarding 
litigation that has been formally initiated, pursuant to Government Code section 
54956.9 subdivision (d)(1).  The names of the cases are: 

a. Pacific Bell Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T California v. Reynolds, et al., 
United States District Court, Southern District of California Case No. 3:26-cv-
03148-LL-JAC. 

b. In Re: MCP No. 204; Federal Communications Commission, Reducing Barriers 
to Network Improvements and Service Changes; Accelerating Network 
Modernization, United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit Case No. 26-3375 
Arthur J. Wylene, General Counsel 

 

11. Report of any Actions taken under Item 10 pursuant to Section 54957.1 of the 
Government Code 
Chair, Supervisor Miles Menetrey, Mariposa County 

 
 
 

https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301389/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_6_RCRC_Opening_Comments_on_PD_Safety_Reliability_and_Resiliency_OIR_07-30-26.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301389/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_6_RCRC_Opening_Comments_on_PD_Safety_Reliability_and_Resiliency_OIR_07-30-26.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301389/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_6_RCRC_Opening_Comments_on_PD_Safety_Reliability_and_Resiliency_OIR_07-30-26.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301390/CPUC_Memo_ATTACH_7_CPUC_Regulated_Water_Companies_in_RCRC_Counties.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301424/Report_and_Update_Regarding_Current_RCRC_Ad_Hoc_Committees_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301434/Rural_County_Photo_Contest_August_2026_MEMO.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301433/Rural_County_Photo_Contest_August_2026_ATTACH_1.pdf
https://rcrcnet.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301436/Annual_Meeting_2026_MEMO.pdf


 

 

12. Announcements  
a. August 20, 2026 - ESJPA Board Meeting, Sacramento 
b. August 20, 2026 - CSAC Executive Committee Meeting, Sacramento 
c. September 17, 2026 - CSAC Board of Directors Meeting, Sacramento 
d. September 23-25, 2026 - RCRC Annual Meeting, Santa Barbara County 
e. September 25, 2026 - RCRC, GSFA & GSCA Board Meetings, Santa Barbara 

County 
 

13. Adjournment  
 
Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. By request, alternative agenda document formats 
are available to persons with disabilities. To arrange an alternative agenda document format or to arrange aid 
or services to modify or accommodate persons with a disability to participate in a public meeting, please call 
(916) 447-4806 at least 48 hours before the meeting.  

  
Agenda items will be taken as close as possible to the schedule indicated. Any member of the general public 
may comment on agenda items during the public comment period. To facilitate public comment, please let staff 
know if you would like to speak on an agenda item. The agenda for this meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Rural County Representatives of California was duly posted at its offices, 1215 K Street, Suite 1650, 
Sacramento, California, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting.  

 

Any written materials related to an open session item on this agenda that are submitted less than 24 hours 
prior to the meeting, and that are not exempt from disclosure under the Public Records Act, will promptly be 
made available for public inspection at RCRC’s principal office, 1215 K Street, Suite 1650, Sacramento, CA 
95814, (916) 447-4806, during normal business hours, and on the RCRC website, 
https://www.rcrcnet.org/meetings-and-events/ 
 

Additional Teleconference Location(s) 

 

 Humboldt County 
Board of Supervisors Office 
825 5th Street, Room 111 
Eureka, CA 95501 
 

 

https://www.rcrcnet.org/meetings-and-events/

